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Please join us for the CCUSA Disaster Response Academy

This regional training is hosted by Catholic Charities Archdiocese of St. Louis for all
Catholic Charities agencies in Arkansas, lowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, Minnesota,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota from September 16-
17, 2026.

Act fast to secure your spot — hotel registration closes August 19

Registration of $290 includes 2-night lodging at the training hotel, meals and training
materials. Are you local? A commuter rate of $100 also includes meals and training
materials.

Scholarships are available!



Every agency within the 10 state region will receive a minimum of three scholarships of
$750 to attend. Please email us for more information.

Invite your partners!!

This training opportunity is available to Catholic Charities staff, board members,
volunteers, local community partners, government partners, and anyone else who you
think might benefit from the training. The more folks we can plan and train with during
blue skies, the better our collective response will be during grey skies.

About the Disaster Response Academy

The CCUSA Disaster Response Academy is a regionally based training program by
Catholic Charities USA, designed to strengthen disaster services capacity and
expertise. Developed in collaboration with the local hosting Catholic Charities agency,
each Academy offers CEC-eligible workshops led by regional subject-matter experts
and CCUSA staff.

| just went to AIDE, why should | come to this?

AIDE and the Disaster Response Academy (DRA) serve complementary but distinct
purposes in strengthening disaster response capacity. AIDE offers a broad, national, big-
picture perspective on the Catholic Charities network and disaster services. On the
other hand, the DRA is grounded in the realities of this region. At the DRA, we are able to
focus more on the unique risks, resources, and relationships that shape disaster
response locally. The DRA, because of the regional structure and attendees, also
creates meaningful opportunities for networking with the exact partners you’ll
collaborate with during an actual disaster—not just learning from them, but building
working relationships in advance.


mailto:jdyer@catholiccharitiesusa.org

In case you need any more convincing, the DRA also provides more targeted, practical
learning through its two focused tracks:

« Disaster Case Management- this track focuses on interactive training course
(delivered over five concurrent sessions) designed to prepare case managers
with the knowledge, skills, and resources necessary to effectively initiate and
sustain the work of Disaster Case Management (DCM). Earn a CCUSA Disaster
Case Management Certificate.

e Capacity Building- this track focuses on building effective disaster response
systems through coordination, partnerships, and lessons learned from real
events. It equips participants to strengthen agency capacity, improve
collaboration, and deliver more equitable and organized disaster recovery
efforts.

Qualify to join the CCUSA Disaster Cadre

Catholic Charities USA is enhancing its Disaster Case Management capacity by
establishing a CCUSA Disaster Case Management Certificate Program and Cadre. The
CCUSA Disaster Cadre will function as a pool of trained and certified subject matter
experts who can be called upon to assist disaster-affected agencies. Assignments with
the Disaster Cadre may occur as “on-the-ground” and/or “virtual” opportunities. Cadre
participants may also be asked to serve as a trainer, a technical advisor and/ora DCM
leader for special events.

Learn more about the DCM Certificate and Cadre.

We hope to see you in St. Louis!
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